examination of Irish newspapers -the main source material for this article -in this period reveals a high number of reports devoted to a wide range of sports, even in the counties that were most severely affected by death and disease. The newspaper evidence shows that large numbers of Irish people continued to participate in sport and to attend sports events during the Famine, and that newspaper readers wanted to read about these sports. Despite the extensive newspaper coverage of sports in Ireland during the Famine years, the topic of sport during the Famine has been almost entirely overlooked, even by what is an otherwise authoritative recent examination of Irish sports history from the medieval period to the recent past. 13 There are very brief summaries of horse racing and hunting meets in parts of Leinster and Munster, 14 but on the whole there has been no major scholarly examination of the subject. This article aims to provide the first sustained discussion of sport during the Great Famine.
By documenting the widespread sports activities throughout Ireland during the Famine years and illustrating contemporary attitudes to these activities, this article will fill a major gap in the history of sport in Ireland. The implications of the research findings for the field of Irish Famine studies, especially the debates on Famine 'memory', will also be outlined.
I
The newspaper evidence shows that there was a considerable amount and variety of sports activity in Ireland during the Famine years. Some of the newspaper coverage focused on one-off novelty events, such as a Mr Perrott's successful wager in July 12 Londonderry Journal, 7 April 1847. 13 There are four brief mentions of sports during the Famine in P. accomplished it and led to many gamblers losing considerable sums of money as they
had bet against what they considered an impossible task on Perrott's part. 15 Another unusual aquatic sports event occurred the next year at Dromoland, in County Clare, when Augustus Stafford O'Brien's 'beautiful gig' raced against a stay-boat crewed by 'the Cratloe men, far-famed in dexterity and skill'. According to one witness, 'The numerous visitors at Dromoland Castle, and those from the neighbouring estates, the crowds of tenantry assembled, the romantic beauty of the surrounding scenery gave an enchantment to the occasion, which will not readily be effaced from the memory of the delighted observer'. 16 Lord Worcester's introduction of otter hunting with hounds in parts of Kilkenny and Queen's County in September 1849 also caught the imagination of contemporaries, because of its novelty. 17 The press also detailed novelty sports activity involving the military stationed in Ireland, such as the pigeonshooting competition involving officers of the 75 th Regiment and civilians at Oakley Park, the residence of Sandford Palmer, in King's County, for bets ranging from £5 to £10 a side, in March 1846; the 'curious amusements' of the 72 nd Highlanders in Nenagh, in June 1846, to celebrate Queen Victoria's birthday, amusements that included sack races, a pig race, handball, cockfights, putting stone quoits and diving 'into a bucket of flour'; the 'steeplechase of a very novel nature' between two officers who rode their horses in a dangerous two-mile moonlit race over the Galway countryside in December 1846, for a bet of 50 sovereigns; the 20-mile walking race from Kinsale to Cork that was undertaken for a wager of £100 by four officers of the Dragoons diverted themselves in Ballinrobe, 'much to the amusement of the inhabitants', in August 1848. The soldiers' sports included donkey, foot and sack races and a six-mile paper chase, in which Lieutenant Jennings played the 'fox' and six of his men were the 'hounds'. 18 In November of the following year another 13 th Dragoons officer, Lieutenant Massingberd , was the hero of a 'great walking match so much talked of' in Blackrock, County Louth, a race in which the officer walked a distance of 50 miles in less than twelve hours. Heavy bets were placed on the outcome, with Massingberd being 'loudly cheered by the multitude' that gathered to watch his race against the clock, and the houses of Blackrock were illuminated in
Massingberd's honour after he completed the distance with some forty minutes to spare.
19
Most newspaper sports content was devoted to sports that occurred on a more frequent basis than the novelty events described above. Horse racing was by far the most popular sport in this period, to judge by the amount of space dedicated to it in the press. In the pre-Famine decades, horse racing was considered Ireland's 'national sport', due to its popularity with all classes of the population, 20 and, although there was a decline in the number of race meetings that were held after 1845, horse racing retained its pre-eminent position during the Famine years. A steeple chase is a grand essay of human skill and courage -it is a break-neck attempt to ride over every barrier that comes in the way, without calculating difficulties, or pausing about danger. At a hare or fox hunt man and horse may sneak through a gap, or wheel round on a circuit to avoid all risk, and come up at a seasonable moment, as close on the tails of the hounds as if the rider had taken every leap as it came in his way, and cleared all before him in the most finished style of jumping. But not so with the steeple chase -all there must be right ahead -no flunking, no scheming out of the way, no jack-a-dandy riding -all is honest and above board. We would, however, advise every steeple-chaser to make his will, if he don't think proper to make his soul, before he takes the field.
22
Attendances at horse races were often sizeable. September 1846 the Limerick magistrates appealed to the stewards of the forthcoming Newcastle races to cancel them, referring to 'the danger to be apprehended by bringing a multitude of persons together at a crisis when famine threatens the land', and they also appealed to the lord lieutenant to prohibit the races from going ahead. The races were not banned, but the military authorities took the precaution of putting the Limerick garrison in readiness should their services be required at the races, and extra ordnance was provided for the war steamer, Alba, which was docked at Harvey's Quay. As had been the case before the Famine, Ireland remained the most heavily policed part of the United Kingdom during the Famine years, as well as having the heaviest military presence. This partly reflected the authorities' fears of a rebellion during the Repeal crisis, as well as their fears of agrarian disturbances. The military frequently found themselves deployed in support of the civil power in these years. There was rarely any disorder at race meetings, although occasionally they were the scene of outbreaks of violence or disorder, notwithstanding the presence of police or soldiers, such as the unchecked drunkenness of the spectators at the Kilcock steeplechases in August 1846, and the faction fight between the Barrys and the Cliffords at the Killarney races in July 1846 and between unnamed factions at the Ballymore race meeting in Westmeath in April 1847. These violent episodes were not typical, however; it was much more common for newspapers to comment on the peaceful behaviour of the crowds attending race meetings: Cork Examiner, At an early hour of the morning, the lovers of the turf congregated in numbers to the focus of general attention, and at the hour of twelve o'clock the race course presented a scene of great beauty. The beauty, the fashion, and the elite of Limerick, as well as the 'bold peasantry' of the surrounding country, sought the pleasure of the day with equal avidity and interest, and though the contrast was strong between the classes, the moustachioed 'gent' playing off his talents amid the glittering galaxy of a favoured coterie, the humble peasant with high spirits and aspiring heart with the village maiden of his affections, 'tripping it on the light fantastic toe' to the music of some itinerant Irish piper, or neglected minstrel, both were aspiring for fame in their own way. It was delightful to witness those bursts of joy -the warm greetings between friends, whom absence pained but could not alterthe soft accents of the Gaelic spoken in the language of nature -the expression of the 'cead mille fultha' incidental to the true born Irishman, and the honest frieze coat of the Galtee mountains grasping the hand of the distant neighbour in token of good will and fraternity. according to the Leinster Express, 'The assemblage of the humbler classes, though large, was by no means as numerous as on former occasions; and taking into consideration the distressed condition of the people, it was a matter of astonishment that so many were present'. 41 Mendicants also attended horse races, although in their case they probably went to beg rather than to enjoy the races. The most famous beggar who frequented horse races in this period was Jack Kelly, nicknamed 'Sporting Jack', who regularly attended every race in Waterford, Wicklow, Kildare and Carlow. Kelly, who 'could sing a sporting song, make a radical speech, or laugh a "gent" out of a shilling or half-crown', was waylaid by an assailant at Kilmeague in At an early hour in the morning, carriages and omnibuses rolled on to the race course at Ballycoree, where the young and the old were assembled to participate in the sports of the day. But while they were engaged in that enjoyment, the house-levellers of Thomas Crow, Colonel Wyndham's agent, were, in an opposite and not remote direction, happy in the pursuit of another species of pleasure; they were tumbling houses, and pointing out to evicted tenants the road to beggary and ruin. were auctioned off at Ballinasloe, with the purchasers, the officers of the Scots Greys, garrisoned at Athlone, paying three guineas for each pair of hounds.
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Another field sport -coursing -appealed to similar strata of society as fox and deer hunting did, but it was mainly confined to a small number of clubs in a few areas of where they partook of a good and substantial dinner which had been prepared by them at Mr Walsh's hotel. The viands were of the most recherché kinds, the wines and other drinkables were of the choicest description, and the entire arrangements reflected great credit on the taste of sportsmen from every part of the United Kingdom, and beds were not to be had in Nobber at any price'. 95 Coursers' enthusiasm for their sport can possibly be understood by considering some of the stakes that were involved: at the first meeting of the Spiddal club for the 1847-1848 season, for instance, the individual stake for each of the sixteen dogs that were entered for the Spiddal Cup was £3 5s., with the winning dog earning £36 for its owner and the second-placed dog winning £12; for the Gormanstown Stakes, a competition for puppies, the individual stake was £2 5s, with £24 going to the winning owner and £8 to the runner-up. 96 At the well-attended coursing meet that was held at Ballyvourney in County Cork in May 1849, an event that had been 'so anxiously looked for by the sporting public of the south', the individual stakes were £2 5s for each greyhound, and the winner also received a silver salver worth fifty guineas. 97 Unsurprisingly, successful greyhounds were extremely valuable, as can be seen by the prices that were realized by keen courser Fr Tom Maguire, the controversialist parish priest of Ballinamore, County Leitrim, when he sold his greyhounds in March 1847, 'having given up coursing in consequence of the famine times'. Maguire, who used to boast that he was 'the best shot, the best courser, the best quoit-player, the best breeder of greyhounds, pointers, and spaniels, and the best brewer of "scaltheen" in the whole county of Leitrim', received £4 for Beeswing, £15 Ramor, 'its romantic shores fringed by thousands of the peasantry, standing, in their anxiety to cheer their favorites in the different aquatic contests, up to their knees in water', a banquet and ball was held at the Headfort Arms in Kells. The marquis of Headfort astonished the revellers by stating that, while they feasted, the starving labourers of the local area were on his mind, and he called on his audience to remember that it was on their shoulders, 'far more than upon the Government, the appalling responsibility rests of carrying this part of the country safe through the social revolution that inevitably awaits it'. 105 At the following year's regatta the attendance of the nobility and gentry was not so large as usual, 'owing partly to the calls on their time from relief committees, fever hospitals, and other melancholy circumstances arising out of the late distressing famine', but there was still 'a large concourse of the respectable farmers and yeomanry' of Cavan and Meath present, thronging the quay 'where the itinerant victuallers erected their tents and drove throughout the day a brisk trade in pop, green apples, and gingerbread'. 106 Regattas evidently had a strong appeal for many Cavan people, as suggested by the AngloCelt's description of the attendance at a Belturbet regatta in July 1849:
Belturbet disgorged its hundreds, while the surrounding towns furnished no stinted quota. The Cavan folk, particularly, mustered in great force and in excellent trim. It was a cheering sight to see so many Cavaneers one who could drive, ride, or scramble there in any way…. The blushing maid in her teens, and her staler sister -the whiskered man and the sallowfaced shop-boy, who puffed away with might and main at a twisted piece of brown cabbage, which he facetiously termed a cigar -the would-be 'rowdie', mimicking the careless abandonne of the gentleman, and the merry little street-runner -all were there. 107 Other important inland aquatic sporting meets included the Lough Derg regatta on the Shannon, a fashionable affair which attracted thousands to witness the sailing contests; 108 the Athlone regatta, held on the Shannon or on Lee Ree, which attracted large attendances of spectators from all classes; 109 and the Lough Erne regatta, another annual event that drew considerable numbers of spectators during the Famine years from all over Ireland, providing a significant boost to Enniskillen traders. 110 Large crowds of people from all classes attended the Lough Muck regatta in Tyrone in September 1847, 'aquatics on such an extensive scale being rather a novel species of amusement in this inland and unmaritime district', and 'the utmost feeling of sociability and cheerful good humour appeared to prevail universally'. 111 Amongst the maritime regattas that were held in this period were large-scale meetings at Kingstown and Dalkey, 112 and at Belfast Lough, 113 all of which included races for local fishermen's boats and gentlemen's rowing boats and yachts. The Belfast Lough regatta in August 1849 included one particular race which 'excited a considerable degree of interest' from the crowd: this was a three-boat race for a winning prize of £1 10s., between female crews, who 'rowed away with regular Amazonian energy, ludicrously taunting each other throughout the whole race'.
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Regattas were not only a source of amusement, but they also provided employment to considerable numbers of boatmen and others who helped in the running of these events. In Cork, the Famine's impact forced many of the gentry to sell their yachts, That these mains were held during a time of famine was not a principal factor in the condemnation that they attracted. Cockfighting's cruelty was a much more pressing concern for the moralists that condemned that particular sport; the perceived cruelty involved in horse racing was also a main factor behind the unsuccessful attempts of King's County Chronicle, 4 April 1849), when players were fined for playing such a dangerous game in towns and cities (Freeman's Journal, 3 December 1845, 20 October 1847) or when urban authorities urged its suppression (Galway Vindicator, 9 October 1847). The true picture regarding the extent to which hurling was played during the Famine years will never be known, therefore, as neither the press nor those charged with keeping law and order commented on hurling matches that passed off peacefully. The Famine did not kill off the game: it continued to be played into the 1850s and 1860s, despite increased opposition to it on the part of the press, the Catholic clergy and the police: L. P. Ó Caithnia, Scéal na hIomána (Dublin, 1980 we have seen, they were far from being the only Irish enthusiasts for sport during the Famine. Their continued indulgence in field sports not only seemed heartless but possibly also helped to increase British political and popular antipathy towards the apparently irresponsible Irish landlord class, who were increasingly blamed for the disastrous situation in Ireland as the Famine wore on. 146 This antipathy manifested itself partly in British 'donor fatigue', 147 and was also a factor in Prime Minister
Russell's decision to shift the main burden of famine relief onto the Irish ratepayer, especially the landlords. 148 The stock figure of the Irish landlord -or, more accurately, the Southern and Western Irish landlord -who continued to engage in field sports rather than provide for his famine-stricken tenants, also featured in Ulster
Protestants' failed campaign against the rate-in-aid scheme of 1849, with opponents arguing against the unfairness of Ulster ratepayers having to subsidise more impoverished poor law unions elsewhere, whose landlords allegedly preferred hunting foxes to improving conditions for their tenants. 149 
IV
While Irish criticism of Irish sports activity during the Famine was muted during the Famine years themselves, it disappeared entirely in the post-Famine period. The silence on this subject extends to folk or popular memory of the Famine, which includes no stories of people engaging in sports or enjoying themselves at sports events, although these would appear to 'belong' in the narrative of people dying in the midst of plenty, one of the many strands in the complex weave of Famine folk memory. 150 The heartless landlord, especially the heartless evicting landlord, features frequently in Famine folklore, 151 and during the Land War the leaders of the land agitation promoted a simplistic propaganda image of the 'exterminating' Famine landlord, 152 but it is noteworthy that in neither set of depictions does the landlord's villainous activity include hunting foxes or feeding his hounds on oatmeal or fresh meat whilst ignoring his starving tenants. 153 It is not clear why this should be the case, but one possibility is that highlighting landlords' sports activities, such as hunting foxes, would have drawn unwelcome attention to the sports activities of a large proportion of the general population. 154 If the Famine may be viewed as a grim contest involving winners and losers in Irish society, 155 those who survived it and who helped to shape the post-Famine narrative of the crisis were undoubtedly the contest's 'winners'; many of these had enjoyed themselves at horse races, regattas and other sports meetings while hundreds of thousands of their fellows died or emigrated in miserable circumstances. While there is scant evidence that they felt either guilt or shame whilst attending these sports events when they were taking place, it is possible that such feelings emerged when they reflected on the Famine period after it was over, 156 and that these feelings contributed towards collective amnesia or collective silence on the subject. Whatever the reasons for these developments may be, the subject of sport during the Famine has remained a hidden one, until now. It is hoped that in future a more complete understanding of Irish life during the Famine will emerge, one that takes into account more fully the sports and recreational activities of the era's 'winners', as well as the suffering of those at the bottom of the social ladder. 
